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Introduction

The prime purpose of this book is to celebrate and to draw atten-
tion to the intellectual and moral achievements of Mayer Hillman
during his first seventy years. But is also hoped that the book will
encourage a greater sense of urgency, a sharpening of under-
standing about, and commitment to, more effective action on
major global and local environmental issues.

Mayer’s main interests — in architecture, city and town
planning, transport, health, energy and the environment — devel-
oped through the second half of the twentieth century. Few people
have been more aware of the policy twists and turns taken by
successive British governments over that period. Remarkable
scientific and technological advances have not been accompanied
by any significant increase in the individual or collective wisdom
that would enable the optimum application of those advances.
The rise of democracy has reinforced and underscored the growth
of short-termism. Private affluence has brought with it an uncon-
scionable increase in more and less visible forms of environmental
degradation.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s — and while working at the
Policy Studies Institute — I was a highly privileged part-time lodger
in the Hillman household. I have two abiding memories of Mayer
from that period. One — and I witnessed it many times — is of him
arriving at home or at work, unhelmeted but fully exercised, having
just dismounted from his bicycle. The other is of Mayer bounding
down the stairs of the The Coach House at 22.29 just in time for
Newsnight — a programme which would frequently provoke utter-
ances of dismay or disbelief at human folly, plus the occasional
comment on the single raised eyebrow of Jeremy Paxman.



