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likely that mechanisms will need to be devised for rechannelling the
surpluses of the economically stronger countries and providing regional
support for the weaker ones.®>#* Much more stringent environmental
policies will also be needed to avoid further ecological degradation from
economic growth, especially in Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean
countries.

The much greater range of areas covered by decisions of the
supranational institutions will erode national sovereignty, giving
importance to the application of the principle of subsidiarity (devolving of
decisions to the lowest level practicable) and to the strengthening of the
effectiveness of the European Parliament, which will increasingly become
a major forum for political debate.

Distinct separate national identities will not be in danger of being
erased, and strong differences in language and culture will persist, but
there will be some tendency towards cultural convergenceand English will
tend to become even more the leading language, with German probably
supplanting French as the EC’s “second” language.

Not only in consumption of the goods in the shops, but in attitudes
generally people in Britain will become far more ‘European” by 2010.
Transnational news and entertainment media, increased travel and much
more frequent movements between countries for work and study will all
tend to increase the feeling of being European as well as being British.



