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| Future prospects

As it turned out the course of events was abruptly changed. The student
demonstrations in May 1989 sought to accelerate the pace of political
changeat a rate the party was not yet prepared to accept; and the resulting
crisisand crushing of the students in June led not only to the end of political
reform but also to a halting of further economic change. It has also
produced a situation where the future prospects are much more uncertain
than in any other region of comparable importance. There are several, very
different, possibilities.

One is that the current political repression will continue, and be
intensified, and the economic reforms will be reversed, bringing the
country back to a situation superficially like what it was before the reforms
were introduced — but more insecure, because memories of ideas acquired
abroad and of experiences in China in 1989 will not disappear, and will
indeed be nurtured by the improved communications links which make it
more difficult than before to isolate the country from the outside world and
prevent people learning of the changes that have happened in other
communist countries.

Another possibility is that the new ideas will be too strong to be
repressed for long. They will lie dormant for a while, but will re-emerge
when the ageing existing leadership dies out, so that after a while the
previous course will gradually be resumed. The emergence of China as a
major economic force in the world will have been delayed for a while, but
will in the end follow much the same course as if it had not suffered the
interruption.

A third possibility is that the conflict between the reformers and the
old guard within the party will not easily be resolved, and nor will the
conflictbetween theregions where the reforms have taken hold and proved
popular and others where they have made less impact. There may
thereforebe continuing differences between factions, betweenregions, and
in due course also between military commanders in different regions,
leading to indecision, anarchy and, ultimately, civil war.

Implications

Any of these three courses of events (or others) is entirely possible, and
experts disagree as to which is the more probable.

But the implications for the rest of the world are considerable: the
first or the last of the three imply a China in a straitjacket or in turmoil,
having little interest in, or effect on, the rest of the world; while the middle
one implies a new force which will have a major impact on the world by
2010 and possibly an even greater one thereafter. The actual outcome may
turn out to be somewhere among the three. It is a major question to which
at present there is little basis for giving a confident answer.



