Contents

Acknowledgements

1 Introduction

Objectives of the study
Background to the problem
Overview of thisreport

2 Racial violence and harassment in Britain:

Assessing the evidence

Introduction

The police and racial violence and harassment

The scale of the problem: racial incidents reported to the police

The British Crime Survey (BCS): a more accurate estimate of
the problem?

Problems associated with victimisation surveys

‘Specia’ surveyson racia violence and harassment

Summary

The nature of racial violence and har assment:

Some findings from a qualitative study

Introduction

The overall prevalence of racia violence and harassment

Racial abuse and threatening behaviour

Racial attacks

Racially motivated damage to property

The non-reporting of incidents of racial violence and harassment
to the police

Summary

ON PP

12
12
15

17
19
20
24

26
26
28
28

37

38
39



4 The effect of racial harassment on people'slifestyle
Introduction
Adapting the way you lead your life because of the fear of being
racially harassed
Summary

5 Summary and conclusions
Summary of findings
Policy implications

Refer ences

42
42

a7

8 & &

59



Acknowledgements

This report is the outcome of research funded by the Joseph Rowntree
Charitable Trust. The study would not have been possible without the
participation of the interviewees. | would like to thank them and the Race
Relations Committee of the London Borough of Watham Forest, the
Afro-Caribbean Elders Association of Waltham Forest, Jobs Through
English Training (JET), Purehart Services, Plus4, and Anita Bedi for their
support and help in finding the interviewees. Thanks are also dueto Sharon
Beishon, Rg Raithatha and Shamsa Rana for their assistance in carrying
out the interviews.

| would alsoliketo thank my colleaguesat PSI for their help and support
during the course of this study. In particular, | am grateful to Richard
Berthoud, Pamela Meadows, Tarig Modood, Tim Newburn and David
Smith (now of the University of Edinburgh) for their detailed commentson
earlier drafts of the report. | would also like to thank all those outside PS|
who by commenting on an earlier draft helped me to improve the book,
particularly Dennis Brooks, Marion Fitzgerald and Paul Gordon.



